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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Director, FRIS

THROWGH Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT: Monthly Report--Abidian Bureaw--October 1988

1. GENERAL

The Eambassy JOAO on the 209th issued a security advisory

warning of an "upswing in crime in Cote d’ Ivoire." It
mentioneed muggings and robberies in which Europeans had been
killed, and attributed the crime wave teo the country’'s

, @ver-worsening economic recession.  The advisory made
recommendations on personal security in Abidian and the
surrounding area, as well as on vehicle and residential
gecurity. On the 24th the residence of the Voice of America’s 67
West AMrica correspondent was attacked-—for the second time in ‘6
a year——hy three armed men, who stole several thousand dollars ///f
worth of valuables. OAn unidentified American woman was beaten
with a pist when she failed to comply prooptly with robbers’
demands during a restadrant holdup, a recurring event in recent
months,  The bureaw this month completed two security
enhancements: the ins Lation of additional external lighting
and a closed-circuit television system.

ey

TIe OFERATIONS

M. Monitarial /Bditorial

e Further talks betwsen the REA, Angola, Cuba, and
the United States on the situwation in Angola and Mamibia were
Meld in New York on 7-8 October. Abidjian bureaw monitored an
AFF report stating that another round of talks would be held in:
Geneva in October, but a later AFF report, citing "informed
sources, " indicated that this meeting had been postponed
indetinitely. The RSA however, did make two significant
diplomatic moves involving countries in ow coverage area. On
the lst Pieter Botha traveled to Zaire and met with head of
state Mobutuw, and on the 18th, Fieter and Roelof Botha stopped
aover in Ivory Coast for talks with Fresident Houphouet-EBoigny.
Ivorian media, which had not announced this sensitive visit,
only broke their ¢ after the departuwe of the Rothas with
raparts on the national radios a short article in the
government-owned newspapers and a special TV report, which
prompted the bhuweaw' s first VSL in more than 2 vears.
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b dmeued a Jjoint communigue
reestablishing diplomatic relations and accepting the September
1987 o fire that ended armed hostilities. Later in the
month, Chad’'s PFresident Habre named an ambassador to Libya, who
arrived in Tripoli on 21 October. Libya did not limit ite
October diplomatic offensive to Chad., Duwring the month
Jadallah “Azzuz al-Talhi, the secretary of the Libyan Foreign
Liaison Rureaw, visited Liberia, Gabon, and Mali. In addition,
Zaire 's Mobutu agreed to restore diplomatic relations with
Libya, bhroken in 1982, after meeting with an Al-Radhdhafi

EnveOY . '

B, Lateral Services

O the 22d the bureauw received a me 2 from the U.S.

Ambassador to Chad expressing gratitude for F reporting on
Chad. He weote: "FRIS items were very uaseful to me as 1
preparaed for this assignment. Since my arrival on October 8,
my staff has confirmed to me the value they, too, find in FRIS
coverage of the Chadian scene, foreign and domestic. When

* events that affect us t place in Ehartowm, Lome, Faris, and
elsewherae, we rely on FRIS for valuable, timely information:
and you provide it." C/0FS conveyed FBRIS MHeadguarters’
endorsement of the Ambas '

sador ‘s comment s

G

1. In response to a request from BRC, the bureauw’s
Spanish language monitor engaged in a cruising project to find-
a new radio station, "Africa 2000," in Spanish, from Equatorial
Buinea. Spot checks were made throughout the bureau’s
operating hours for a l-week period but no Spanish language
programming was monitored on or near the new pragram’s
frecqueency.

oy

2. Bureau monitors did a l-day cruising swvey of
Cotanou (Renin) Domestic Service and prepared a detalled report
of their findings, which included sthe in French
and a schedule of casts in local

D. Te

hni

1. The 10EVA UFS from Headguarters FED arrived early
in the month. RBec of ite large size and weight, the
equipment is temporarily stored in the car-port while the
installation area is heing renovated. Batteries have b
removed and are being stored in the generator room, where
can bhe kept charged.

they

[

2 The bureaw also received from FED a Scientific
Atlanta Digital Analyrer and X-Y display unit.
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TIT. ADMINISTRATIVE

Building and Grounds

1, Bureau security was enhanced this month with the
installation of a closed-circuit television system. The system
fl‘, comprises three cameras -—-— one focused on the front gate, one
”",,——’ on the front door, and one on the back yard -— and two monitors
~~~~~~ one near the editors’ desk and one in the administrative
assistant s office.

~

@?. The exterior lighting system at the bureasw was
reconfigured with additional lights placed on the new
perineter wall and on the building sides. The older fixtures,

rfA7 many of which were severely damaged by weather, were removed

//,/—” and stored in the basement.

. The bureaw this month took possession of a new
Mitsubishi l0-passenger van to replace the older Peugeot

;2£7E7€5 atation wagon, which was turned in to the G850 motor pool.
/ V. VISITS

teo | ) DC/OFS, TDY “ed in Abidian from the STAT
9th to the 11th on a management inspection visit. He attended
a country team meeting at the Embassy and. met with Amb dor
Eux and other Embassy officials. Don and the bureaw chief were
guests at a dinner party given by the Ambas g R
residence for new arrivals. AL the bureauw he . the
facilities in detail and met with the American staff and then
with all bureaw personnel. A bureauw party was held in his

. honor.

A%

2 Junior Editor and family returned frbmSTAT
R im CONUS on the lst.

3. Deputy Bureauw Chief and family d@parteSTAT
for R to CONUS on the é&th.

4,  lLondon Bureauw Associate Editor ’ STAT
completed TDY editorial assistance to the bureaw on 7th.

]

STAT

Chief, FRIS Abidian Bureau

ces /MBI
C/LD
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